Welcome to a special edition of The
Museletter designed just for you! We
have so many exciting changes going on
around here that we wanted to give all
of you an update on what is going on at
Muses Central. Many of you may
already subscribe to The Museletter,
some of you may not, so we figured the
easiest thing to do would be to send to
everyone and give you a heads up on
where we are, what we are doing and
where we are headed so we can be
included in your planning and why all
the smoke and steam is coming out of
our little mountain top in Jamestown,
Colorado.
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[nhoducing Jessica Brawner
Library Booking Manager Extraordinaine

Some of you may already have spoken with
Jessica on the phone. She is our new library

booker. She has taken over from Annie Mariner

and will be booking libraries full time for us.
Jessica comes to us from Austin, Texas, where
she has been working with the The Brobding-

nagian Bards (pronounced brob-din-nahg- KE-
en). She has jumped in with both feet and some

of you have -
already booked
shows through
her. She looks
forward to
working with all
of you in the
future.
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We are in the process of creating a small

booking agency focused on YOU! Yes, you,
our dear librarians. We greatly enjoy you and
we know several talented, very responsible
family acts who we think would also work
well in a library setting. We are designing a
series of programs to offer to libraries. At l
times, we have been unavailable to book a
show because of scheduling conflicts or other
issues that arise with library programming.
‘We believe this will be an opportunity to
assist in both areas by offering this new
service. So far we are looking at a Sea Shanty
group called The Rambling Sailors,
(www.ramblingsailors.com) a solo world
singer/guitarist named Owain Phyfe
(www.nightwatchrecordings.com) who does
world music from various eras, a wonderful
vaudvillian who claims to be “the worlds
loudest mime’, Mikael Rudolph
(www.MikaeltheMime.com) and a world class
juggler, Tuey Wilson (www.tueywilson.com)

All of these performers tour nationally, year
round. We are looking to help them by filling
in their schedules primarily on week days
with shows at your libraries.

We would appreciate your help by giving us
some feedback. What would you like to see
come into your library? What kind of
programming have you had in the past? We
have put together a quick online survey that

we would appreciate your time in filling out
to help us in creating this agency.
Please click on this link FEEDBACK and
take a moment to answer our questions and
give any additional comments that you think
would benefit us as we set up this service.
We are doing this with you in mind as our ‘
clients so we want to make sure that you are
happy. B s, R
’ b\ 4



http://www.ramblingsailors.com
http://www.nightwatchrecordings.com
http://www.MikaeltheMime.com
http://www.tueywilson.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=_2bAp4OO_2bKEl8Qk8xZX2BBTA_3d_3d
http://themusesmusic.com/

Muses ane Here)

We seem to keep going through staff changes

here! Tanya Brody and Matthew Gurnsey, the two
; original Muses, remain
constant and will
always be, The Muses.
i » A So long as one of us is
s @ not ill or hospitalized,
: & 4’ i you will have Tany:
L s and Matt at your Muses
s | j M Le 3 performance.
Some of you will have Annie Mariner

in the near future at your performances
and please treasure this because she is
leaving the ranks of The Muses to head '
back to the “real world™ and get a “real
job” for which we are all very sorry (including
her) but changes in her life have made this neces-
| sary. Many of you have met Lindsay Jensen and

some of you will see her i vet this

summer. She too will be 'leaving us to
go back to Milwaukee. Alas, travel-
ing full time was a bit much for her
and she made the decision ' this past tour
to leave our group. She 'will finish
off a few shows this summer with us and then be
done. Some of you may end up with 2 Muses this
year, some with 3. We promise we will try to give
advanced warning whenever possible and send
updated photos.

Becky Lloyd is our manager. She keeps us in line

' (as much as is ever possible with this
- group!) makes sure we look and sound
o
& | presentable and helps out with every-

, .I.g.:k_. S " thing else we do. We wouldn’t know

: =" what day it was, where our extra ('Ds
& T-shirts were nor which state we were in with-
out her. Jessica Brawner has now
been added to our company and
has been described in her own
article on page one. So depending
on how you want to count, that

M makes 4-5 working Muses, and as the Greek Myth
has 9, we think we re doing pretty well.
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As much as we love performing for
libraries we are finding that we are
unable to cover all of our traveling costs
with the fees we are currently charging.
We do not want to have to raise our fees
and pass these costs onto you as we know
that most of you are at your limits
already. Therefore we are looking for
organizations within your communities
who will match your fees with an addi-
tional contribution to help cover our
travel expenses. The idea is if you pay
your fee, the matching organizations will
double that fee and we will be able to pay
our bills and ourselves. Right now it is
one or the other. We have just started a
trial run of this system with three librar-
ies to see how it goes. Organizations we
are currently targeting are the Kroger

‘orporation (many of you know them as
King Soopers, Frys, QFC, City Market
and other grocery stores) the Target Cor-
poration, and The Music Performance
Fund. If any of you know of organiza-
tions on a local, regional or national level
that we should contact, please let us know
and we will add them to our list.

As you are all 501¢3s and we are not,
you are eligible to apply for grants. The
current plan, of course with your agree-
ment, is that we are going to send you a
pre-formatted letter, which contains
several blanks that you would fill in and
then copy on to your letterhead, sign and
return to us. We will then submit the
letter along with several others for your
region/tour area and a cover letter from
us to the corporation in question. We are
trying to make this as easy on you as we
possibly can. If there is a simpler way,
that any of you would suggest, please let
us know. <

-Continued on page three-
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In an effort to try to make everyone’s job

easier, we thought we d let you all know what
our tour plans are for the upcoming year.

June, July & early August 2008
Mostly at home in Colorado.

Available for shows around the state.
Currently booked dates:

June 26th Security Public Library, Security, (O
June 28th & 29th Gillette, WY — Wyoming Celtic Festival
July 17th Estes Park Arts Council, CO

July 19th Evergreen, (O Summerfest Arts Festival

August 11th — 18th 2008 Indiana
Currently Booked Dates:
August 12th Alexandria- Monroe Public Library, Alexandria, IN
' August 13th Westfield Public Library, Westfield, IN

August 19th — 27th 2008 Kentucky
Currently Booked Dates:
August 21st Scott County Library, Georgetown, KY
August 25th Owen County Library, Owenton, KY

August 28th — September 13th 2008
- Colorado/New Mexico
Currently Booked Dates:
September 5th — 7th Longs Peak Scottish/Irish
Festival and Games, Estes Park, CO
September 13th — Thistle Society of New Mexico
Concert for Hunger, Santa Fe, NM

September 15th — 22nd 2008 Ohio
Currently Booked Dates:

September 16th Lorain Public Library, Lorain, OH
September 23rd — 30th 2008 New York

October 1st — 11th 2008 Massachusetts
Currently Booked Dates:
October 6th Thayer Memorial Library, Lancaster, MA
October 11th Lawrence Library, Pepperell, MA
October 12th Private Wedding

dLﬁc Rasic |

August 17th Glendale Public Library, Indianapolis, IN
August 18th Hancock County Public Library, Greenfield, IN

October 14th — 22nd 2008 Colorado
October 24th — November 9th 2008

Arizona
Currently Booked Dates:
October 24th—26th FAR- West Conference, Phoenix, AZ
November Ist & 2nd Tucson Celtic Festival, Tucson, AZ

November 10th — 23rd 2008
Southern California

November 25th — December 3rd 2008
Colorado

December 3rd — 15th 2008

Tanya unavailable, Matt available for solo shows.

December 22nd — 27th Minnesota

(holiday, could possibly be available for shows)

December 28th — January 26th 2009

Colorado & surrounding area
Currently Booked Dates:
January 16th ARTCORE, Casper, WY

January 26th — February Ist
2009 Carolinas

February 2nd — February Sth
2009 Georgia/Florida

February 9th — February 18th
2009 Florida

-Continued from page two-

We want very much to be able to continue to
perform for you and your library patrons without
adding more financial burden to your organiza-
tions. We do need to find a way to alleviate our
financial problems and still be able to do so.
With the rising cost of gas driving the cost of
everything else up, touring is becoming more and
more expensive. It is how we make our living so
we can't stop doing it. There are companies out
there who claim they wish to support arts in the ‘
community, so were hoping they will put their
money where their collective mo
hope that working together withjg
you, we can make this work to
everyone's advantage.



http://themusesmusic.com/
http://themusesmusic.com/schedule.htm

A Big Thank You!
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We, The Muses, would like to thank all of you.
Whether it has been in an advisory capacity or because
we have performed for you once, or numerous times,
even those of you who have ever so apologetically
turned us down, we have enjoyed our experiences with
all of you. You have become by far our favorite group
of people to perform for and to work with in terms of
booking, setting up, organizing, and executing shows,
and making things run smoothly and happily. Your
patrons are happy to be there, you're happy to see us
and were happy to do what we do for you. So thank
you to all of you for making it a pleasure to do our
jobs. We wouldn't be doing this if it weren't for you.
We look forward to continuing to work with you in the
future in our continuing capacity as musicians and to
bring our wonderfully talented friends to your doors as
well.

Tw, Matt, Jessica & Becky
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http://web.mac.com/kiltedman/Muses/Blog/Archive.html



